
A class at Kids’ Music Playground.
Courtesy of Kids’ MusiC PlAyground

As a music instructor for 
over 200 students at Kids’ 
Music Playground, I woke up 
one summer morning wanting 
the recipe for how to motivate 
young children. Not just mo-
tivation, mind you, but how 
to successfully get students 
to cross the finish line with 
trophy and diploma in hand, 
shouting, “I did it! I finished! 
I don’t want it to be over!” Am 
I dreaming to believe that af-
ter my 3½ year program they 
want to do the music thing 
for years to come? Wouldn’t 
any instructor in gymnastics, 
sports, dance, and school, 
want this recipe? Wouldn’t 
any parent coming off sum-
mer vacation, want to prep for 
that August transition? 

I pulled myself off the couch 
and started reading and writ-
ing.

Leo Buscaglia, professor in 
the Department of Special 
Education at the University 
of Southern California, says: 
“It is paradoxical that many 
educators and parents dif-
ferentiate between a time for 
learning and a time for play 
without seeing the vital con-
nection between them.” How 
do we get started in this part-

nership of enhancing moti-
vation and performance in 
each child? How can “work” 
become “play” and assumed 
“failure” (the quitting of vari-
ous activities prematurely) be-
come assured “success”?

First, be the detective and as-
sess your child’s love language. 
Does my child respond to 
words of affirmation, quality 
time with me, receiving gifts, 
acts of service I might do for 
him, or simply physical touch? 
A clue is to observe your child. 
How does he or she express 
love to others? This will help 
you “flavor” with precision.

Next, support your child’s 
learning style. Is it auditory, 
visual or kinesthetic? In creat-
ing an encouraging environ-
ment for success, does your 
child like to listen, read, or 
do? Incidentally, a musical 
learning experience covers all 
three. 

Regardless of love language 
and learning style, there are 
ways to motivate every child. 
As a teacher, I believe the pro-
cess is always more impor-
tant than the final product. 
Here are some E-ingredients 
and the motivational meal is 
served:

1. Encourage resilience over 
empty praise. Keep an atmo-

sphere of affirmation.
2. Enthusiasm is contagious. 

Make it a team adventure and 
do it together. 

3. Empathize and provide 
reasonable choices for conse-
quence and progress.

4. Elevate opportunities for 
kids to make decisions and 
choices.

5. Expect obedience by en-
forcing rules and being con-
sistent.

6. Establish an environment 
that is structured for success-
ful study.

7. Execute a plan to meet 
short and long-term goals.

8. Excel at forgiveness, grati-
tude and humor.

9. Expand through experi-
ence in daily life. Visit exhib-
its, concerts, and the ballet.

10. Eke out a surprise treat 
and celebrate the success of 
progress.

There are no set amounts of 
the above recipe for motiva-
tion. If in doubt, give gener-
ously. This is what you will 
find us doing at Kids’ Music 
Playground. 

—

Cheri roggow is the founder and 

instructor of Kids’ Music Playground. 

email kidsmusicplayground@gmail.

com for sources and information 

regarding classes.

Figure out the way each kid 
learns, teach accordingly

by cheri roggow
Special ot Fresh•Ink
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Personalized learning for D-11
Colorado Springs School Dis-

trict 11 sent 70 teachers and 
school leaders to the Technol-
ogy in Education Conference 
last month. Many were there 
to learn more from the Person-
alized Learning Dudes about 
how they can embrace the con-
cept of personalized learning in 
their classrooms.

I interviewed Dudes co-
founders Greg Wilborn, the 
district’s personalized learning 
coordinator, and Scott Fuller, 
project coordinator for the Do-
DEA grant that is facilitating 
implementation in seven Dis-
trict 11 schools with a popula-
tion of least 15 percent military 
families. 

Five additional schools have 
signed on since the district re-
ceived a grant from the Colo-
rado Legacy Foundation, which 
is helping to promote the con-
cept. The grant empowered 
District 11 to direct money into 

classroom innovations includ-
ing technology, curriculum, 
and more. 

The CLF has developed a per-
sonalized learning model that 
schools can customize to their 
community needs. It educates 
stakeholders and facilitates col-
laboration to enlarge its circle 
of influence on schools’ ability 
to successfully implement their 
own models. 

According to Fuller and Wil-
born, while their job is to man-
age the implementation of pro-
gramming, it is also to sell the 
idea to teachers, school admin-
istrators, funders, parents and 
students. Being able to draw on 
the research done by the CLF to 
educate others has made their 
job easier. Said Fuller, “A lot of 
people confuse it with more 
technology.” 

While iPads help, the real idea 
is about changing how teachers 
view their role.

Personalized learning is about 
teachers giving up power as 

the providers of prescribed 
information and becoming fa-
cilitators who empower their 
students to access information 
that matters to them. 

“If Rumpelstiltskin woke up 
today and walked into one of 
our classrooms, would it look 
any different than it did 50 
years ago?” asked Wilborn. “But 
the world we are preparing our 
students to enter has changed 
tremendously.”

For each school, a custom-
ized adoption of personalized 
learning requires some, or 
all, of the following: changing 
how teachers see their role, re-
vamping classroom and school 
layouts, leveraging what tech-
nology they have, expanding 
learning time, engaging the 
community, embracing stu-
dent-directed learning, embed-
ding an ongoing assessments, 
and more.

To learn more, go to the Colo-
rado Legacy Foundation web-
site: http://colegacy.org/.

by JENNIFER KELLy
Fresh•Ink Contributor
—
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Rattlesnakes 
start to emerge

Avid hiker Bob 
Falcone recalls 
some close en-
counters with  

the snakes. >> D1
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Dozens hurt in explosion
A massive blast at West Fertilizer in West, 
Texas, injured dozens of people and sent 
flames shooting into the night sky, leaving 
the factory a smoldering ruin. >> A3

A request for bids by Colorado 
Springs for the first time publicly lays 
out some of the details of the city’s 
push for its own ambulance service.

The Request for Proposals, which is 
on the city’s website, notes that the 
provider must “propose fair compen-
sation” to the city for a variety of ser-

vices including ambulance dispatch 
and other city work that would ben-
efit the vendor.

Ambulance service is now governed 
by the Emergency Services Agency, a 
partnership among El Paso County, 
the city and other fire departments 
in the unincorporated areas of the 
county. 

Much of what the city has done the 

past few months as it looked into get-
ting a new ambulance service deal 
has been kept behind closed doors. 

Sallie Clark, El Paso County com-
missioner and member of the ESA 
board, said the RFP makes it clear 
that the city’s main reason to seek 
its own ambulance service is to boost 

City seeks ambulance bids
Provider must ‘propose fair compensation’ for services, Springs says

In its first meeting as the 
Utilities Board, the new Colo-
rado Springs City Council vot-
ed Wednesday to pull the plug 
on a process that began last 
summer to look into the rami-
fications of leasing or selling 
the city’s electric assets.

The board voted unani-
mously not to move forward 
with a contract with NewGen 
Strategies and Solutions of 
Denver, citing the April 2 City 
Council election that brought 
in six new members, several 
of whom campaigned against 
selling any of Colorado 
Springs Utilities’ four services. 
NewGen would have received 
about $186,000 to support an 
independent, citizen-led citi-
zens committee tasked with 
overseeing a sale/lease study.

“I think there were a lot of 
messages that we learned in 
this election, and I think this 
is one of them — that the com-
munity wholeheartedly sup-
ports us not selling the elec-
tric portion of Utilities,” said 
Councilwoman Jan Martin.

The issue of selling or leas-
ing Utilities’ electric assets 
came up in June when Mayor 
Steve Bach sent a letter to City 
Council recommending that a 
community task force be cre-
ated to review new models of 
Utilities governance, as well 
as the lease or sale of “power 

New City Council pulls 
plug on the process

Electric 
assets 
are not 
for sale

Air Academy senior Kyle Routsong is surrounded by friends after signing his letter of intent Wednesday to compete in track and field at Utah Val-
ley University. To see more signing coverage from the Pikes Peak region, check out The Gazette sports section. Coverage, C1, C4-5

MARK REIS, THE GAZETTE

An athlete’s shining moment
PrePs signing day

by GARRISON WELLS
garrison.wells@gazette.com
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see ambulance • Page 6

Pay for serviCes
In its request for ambulance service 
proposals the city says it wants com-
pensation for the following:
• Dispatch services
• Medical director services
• Facilities
• Quality assurance oversight
• EMS training
• Field supervision
• EMT paramedic services from the 
Colorado Springs Fire Department.

in LoCaL & state
• Helen Migchelbrink, the city engi-
neer and public works director, is 
leaving to return to Fort Collins. B1

• The council will be asked to OK a 
$155,000 expenditure to buy soft-
ware to track voting records. B2

by bARbARA cOttER
barb.cotter@gazette.com
—
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see council • Page 6

Video footage shows bomb suspect 
dropping off bag at site, official says

BOSTON • In what could be a major 
break in the Boston Marathon case, 
investigators are on the hunt for a 
man seen in a department-store sur-
veillance video dropping off a bag at 
the site of the bombings, a Boston 
politician said Wednesday.

Separately, a law enforcement offi-
cial confirmed that authorities have 
found an image of a potential sus-

pect but don’t know his name.
The development — less than  

48 hours after the attack that left 
three people dead and more than 170 
wounded — marked a possible turn-
ing point in a case that has investi-
gators analyzing photos and videos 

—

See BOSTON • Page 6

By DENISE LAVOIE  
AND RODRIQUE NGOWI

The Associated Press
—

InsIde
• Third victim a student from China. Page 6
• Boston Bruins give fans reason to cheer. C1

“Hear-Tech has the latest technology and the highest level of service at the lowest price!” - Dr. Wayne Gage
Enhancing Your Quality of Life Through Better Hearing!

3715 Parkmoor Village Dr.
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Planning to have a merry olde time at this year’s Renaissance Festival? Share 
photos of yourself, family, and friends enjoying this year’s or any previous 
Festival for a chance to win prizes! 

Upload your photos to ColoradoSprings.com where one lucky entry will be 
selected as a winner each week. The winner will be announced every Friday, 
from June 21 – July 26, and each will receive four tickets to attend the 
Renaissance Festival.

To be eligible for the grand prize, submit your photos by July 28; voting will be 
open from July 29-August 4. The photo with the most votes will win a trip for 
two to Las Vegas with a stay at the Excalibur and tickets to the Tournament of 
Kings. So get snapping, ye lords and ladies of the 2013 Renaissance Festival!

FoR moRE inFoRmATion And To EnTER ThE ConTEST ViSiT 

ENTER TO WIN TICKETS  
AND A TRIP TO VEGAS!

Compliments of Charlie Brown’s Goodtime Travel

COLORADOSPRINGS

.COM


